
Hess Distributor Catalog circa 1930 
 

Hess was never known for producing retail catalogs, but 
because they primarily only sold through distributors, it 
would only make sense for them to produce distributor 
catalogs. It is apparent that this is a distributor catalog from 
the types of offerings. Individual toys are offered as well as 
pre-packaged factory assortments.  This catalog came to me 
from a German online auction and was originally printed 
on very thin, translucent paper. Whether this paper was 
used to save money on the printing or the sheets were cut 
and pasted into distributor’s catalog copy for printing, I 
don’t know. All of the illustrations are fine line drawings 
which made for a better catalog display than photographs. 
Hess made many of these toys for quite a few years and I 
am dating this catalog by the style of Dynamobil toys 
included in the catalog. These Dynamobils were the very 
last generation and were probably only made circa 1930 - 
1934. Some of the other toys included in the catalog such 
as the 100 penny toy train and the 575 penny toy train had 
been in production from the late 1890’s or very early 
1900’s. It is the only Hess company generated catalog of 
any type that I have seen anywhere and appears complete 
with the possible exception of a cover sheet identifying the 
Hess company and a price list.  
 
 
































